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Portable Document
Format (PDF) has
become the industry
standard for secure file
transfer. PDF is a
universal format that
preserves the typefaces,
artwork, logos and page
layout of an original
document, regardless
of the application or
platform used to create
it. This issue of the
Tech Bulletin is devoted
to a brief overview

of PDF technology.
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THE RISE OF THE PDF

This convenient technology is now used by over 500
million people throughout the world.PDF is also an
increasingly popular method of exchanging files in
the prepress environment. Some would even say
that using a PDF is preferable to supplying the actual
document in its original file format. One thing is
certain: when using PDFs, the printer and the creator
of the document must agree on the standards and
procedures to be followed.

BACKGROUND

Developed by Adobe, PDF (Portable Document Format)
was, in the beginning, designed for the office environ-
ment. It allowed users to transfer documents from one
computer to another without having to install the
software and fonts that were used to create the origi-
nal documents. Optimized for on-screen visualiza-
tion and laser printing only, the first generation of PDF
technology was not designed for use with film or
printing-plate imagesetters. At the urging of the
printing industry, however, Adobe extended the PDF’s
capabilities to make it compatible with print production
requirements. At the same time, the Internet was
greatly expanding the popularity of the PDF. Its small
file size, universality, compatibility with different plat-
forms, plus the fact that the Acrobat Reader software
is available for free, have made PDF the format of choice
for over 500 million people worldwide.

AVAILABLE IN VARIOUS FLAVOURS

The ultimate use of the PDF document will determine
the method used to create it. For instance, a resolution
of 300 dpi is necessary for use on a platemaking
device, but would be far too high for something that
is merely going to be viewed on a website. Acrobat
Distiller offers various default settings, but you can
also customize your preferences in consultation with
your supplier to determine the optimum settings
for the production of final proofs, films or plates. The

Printing the future

application, the platform, and the types of documents
being transferred are important factors to be consid-
ered; many new applications feature extensions that
allow you to create and export PDF files from within
the software itself.

NATIVE APPLICATION OR PDF?

When it comes to transferring documents to a service
bureau, PDF technology has some clear advantages. The
PDF includes graphic elements and fonts in a single,
lightweight package. On the other hand, performing last-
minute corrections on a PDF file can be a difficult
matter. Certain applications do, however, allow such
changes — Datachrome uses Enfocus PitStop. Still,
despite the possibilities offered by PitStop, it is often
preferable to return to the original document, in its
native software, to make the required corrections. If you
do need to send us documents in their native formats,
you must be sure to include all fonts, photos and
graphic elements used. Your application’s extensions
will allow you to conveniently assemble these elements.
The resulting file will be larger than a simple PDF, but
corrections on it can be performed efficiently.

PDF/X

PDF/X is a format created for the specific needs of
prepress. It features a sub-set of characteristics that
documents destined for prepress production must
contain. The PDF/X standard eliminates problems
associated with missing fonts or images, as well as
problems related to the use of colours other than
CMYK or spot. PDF/X1a is the standard that we
generally recommend to clients who are sending us
documents. Along with your Datachrome repre-
sentative, our technical support team will be pleased
to assist you in setting proper parameters for your
applications. We can also perform a trial run on a test
file to make sure that the best possible configurations
are being used. m

DATACHROME





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /All
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /Description <<
    /FRA <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for improved printing quality. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later.)
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308000200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e30593002537052376642306e753b8cea3092670059279650306b4fdd306430533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e30593002>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


